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SUPPORTING SUSTAINABLE GROWTH



February 22nd 2008

Spelthorne Council, member of 2M group backs a third runway at Heathrow

Future Heathrow today welcomed the decision by Spelthorne Council taken last night (Thursday 21st February) to vote in favour of a third runway being built at Heathrow.

Future Heathrow Campaign Director, Lord Clive Soley said: 

"Spelthorne Council has been part of the 2M group of 12 councils around Heathrow who have been campaigning against expansion at Heathrow.  This vote further calls into question the claims made by the 2M group that they represent a majority of views against the third runway.  

“The independent Populus Poll conducted late last year indicated that 50% of local people supported expansion. The Spelthorne decision is a strong indicator that a majority of people in the local area want expansion for jobs and economic reasons. "

Notes to editors:
1. For further information contact Lord Clive Soley on 07785 250456

2. The Populus Poll of local residents can be found at www.futureheathrow.org.  The Poll showed 50% supported expansion, 30% were against and 20% were undecided. 

3. Spelthorne’s decision follows other votes in favour of the third runway by Runnymede Council and the Surrey County Council Executive. Surrey has taken a pro-expansion view despite its opposition to the Terminal Five plans in the 1990s. 

4. Members of Future Heathrow include Amicus, ATAG, BAA,  BALPA, BAR UK, BATA, bmi, British Airways, Boeing UK, CBI, Destination Heathrow, GMB, IATA, London Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Airline Operators Committee (Heathrow), London First, Thames Valley Economic Partnership, TUC, TGWU, Virgin Atlantic Airways, and West London Business.
