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For immediate release: Wednesday 19 March 2008
Heathrow trades unions criticise 

Boris ‘job cuts’ plan

Heathrow’s trades unions have slammed proposals by Conservative Mayoral candidate Boris Johnson to build a new airport in the Thames Estuary.  Unite and the GMB say that the plans would lead to the demise of Heathrow and cause thousands of job losses in west London.

Brian Boyd, National Officer for Civil Air Transport, Unite, said:

“This is the reality of Boris’s plan - a new airport in the Thames Estuary would mean the demise of Heathrow.  Boris’s plan is a blueprint for thousands of jobs losses in west London.”

Mick Rix, National Officer for Civil Air Transport, GMB, said:

“72,000 people work at Heathrow, and in some London Boroughs as much as 10% of the workforce is employed at the airport.  Moving the airport to the Thames Estuary would cause hardship and pain for thousands of west London families.”

The Sunday Times, which supports Boris’ plan, recently revealed the truth behind the proposals by admitting that “for a new airport in the east to succeed would probably require the closure or severe restriction of Heathrow”.

Heathrow’s decline wouldn’t just affect those people employed at the airport it would also hit other businesses and employees in west London.  Heathrow is one of the reasons that international businesses, both large and small, choose West London as their base.  The area’s ability to renew its economy has been greatly enhanced by the presence of Heathrow, whose worldwide transport links supported the rise of the service and high-technology manufacturing sectors, and the establishment of several world-class business parks.  Today the ‘golden triangle’ of west London and the Thames Valley has become one of Europe’s most dynamic economic zones.

The Government puts the costs of a new Thames Estuary airport at up to £33 billion.  This level of investment would be impossible without public subsidy.  Boris should come clean on how much extra tax Londoners would have to pay to build a Thames Estuary airport.

Even the chief spokesman for anti-third runway campaign group HACAN has admitted that “If anything happened to Heathrow, West London is in danger of becoming like East London when the docks closed”. 

Clive Soley, Campaign Director for Future Heathrow said: 

“I have written myself about the important lessons to be learned from the demise of the east end docks, when unemployment went through the roof and house prices hit the floor.  Heathrow is the biggest single site employer in the UK.  The closure of Heathrow would cause catastrophic economic consequences.  Boris needs to explain what would happen to the thousands of airport jobs in west London if his woolly idea for a Thames Estuary airport went ahead” 

The option of a new airport in the Thames Estuary has been considered and rejected for more than forty years, most recently by the Government in its 2003 Air Transport White Paper.  It found that a Thames Estuary airport would have a significant impact on wildlife habitats of international importance; that there were safety risks associated with bird-strikes; and that there were doubts about the commercial viability of the airport.  There would also be significant environmental impact and disruption from the new road and rail links required.  

Notes to editors:

1. For further information contact Lord Clive Soley on 07785 250456

2. Speaking on Radio 4’s The World at One on 18 March 2008 Boris Johnson said “I think it’s time that we revived the idea of a new airport, a more environmentally-friendly airport, in the Thames Estuary”.

3. Sunday Times reference, 2 March 2008

4. HACAN reference, John Stewart, Skyport Newspaper, 14 December 2007.

5. Members of Future Heathrow include Amicus, ATAG, BAA,  BALPA, BAR UK, BATA, bmi, British Airways, Boeing UK, Destination Heathrow, GMB, IATA, London Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Airline Operators Committee (Heathrow), London First, Thames Valley Economic Partnership, TUC, TGWU, Virgin Atlantic Airways, and West London Business.

